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) o Left The gymnasuum at the Institute

. of Physical Education, which will be '
- the boxing venue for the Asian Games,
"is-almost complete. '

f R

;D nght Work is well underway on the‘k :
- swimming pooland gymnas:um ji
o Beumg for the Games

' swept ‘construc- -

tion-site some -

eight kilometres - -

‘to. the: north: of - .
Beumg s Tiananmen Square, .
~the first-stage of China’s
Olympic dream is: slowly be-
commg areality. -

Host clty Beumg is gearmg
up for the staging of China's -
Iargest international - -
:sportmg event — the Asian
; Games —to be held in 1990
 Site construction is well

underway WIth ornamental
lakes, rolling lawns and a -
futuristic water sports -
" stadiuim taking shape. : -
GEOFFREY CROTHALL
- reports from'Beijing:

“This is the home of the 1990 spacc in Beumg and itisaprob-
" Asian ‘Games, the largest inter--
_national sporting event everto--
. be held in China, and seen by .. -
‘the Chinese Government as a-
trial run for'the Olympic:
‘Games in the year 2000. China, -
‘who officially ‘applied to"host’
the Olympics last year, has’ set:
" aside land on the Asian Games‘
-site with’ that goal'in’ mmd~ )
" Howevér, the first priority .- pean companies have agreed to
-remains’ the': forthcommg rent’ property in"the: wllage it-
. Asiad. The basic skeletal struc- ‘self. .
ture of the main stadium com-
pIex isalreadyin place;a collec- -
tion of. vast concrete mono-’
‘liths, clad in “scaffolding and
tended by giant cranes.”

' 'When compleled towards
the ‘end of 1989, these.as yet |
only dimly recogmsab]c stric-
tures will have Qeen trans:

Centre is completed next year.

organisations-to -buy much of
the ‘alrcady completed :apart-

lage, and:according to Beijing

* arena;-a highly futuristic water
‘sports stadium and a'multi=
‘purpose gymnasium, plus nu-.
“'merous practice facilities::

- Yet even if the bulldmg and
mfrastructure work is complet-

ums’and . gymnasiums being

- lem that is likely to be aggravat- .
ed when the new. World Trade.

-~ Nevertheless, arrangements
_have been made with Chinese-~
- player Mr Wan Li, the Mayor
-~ of Beijing Mr Chen Xitong, and *
ment space adjacent to:the vil--

. ‘Television News, several Euro-.

Despne assumnccs from the :
* games ‘organising committee .
that “we are racing like mad”to . -
- complete the village project on :
-"time, there is a decided absence -

-of frenzied activity.. Often the -

', place appears deserted. Further
" inspection occasionally reveals ..

~ small-groups ‘of workmen’ qux-‘

etly: workmg on specxfxc

at many ‘of the outlymg stadi-..

;" built for the Asiad. At the near- - -
ly completed boxing arena, way -
~ out beyond. the old Summer

Construct\on and’ Develop-
‘ment Corporanon dlrcctly un-

“der-the’ supervnslon of the -
games. organising committee, -
which features such notables as -

.Vice-Premier and noted tennis -

the Director of the Sports Com-
mission'Mr Li:Fanhua.:. -

stalling the computer and tele-

‘communications systems for .
- the games. '
Another commmee hns .

been established to raise money
for-the Asxad headed. by
China’s numbcr
capltahst" and chalrman of the

- In’addition,. three dnﬂ'crent N
~"government ‘ministrics have’,
taken over responsibility forin- -

‘onc .

" domestic banks prbviding an
_ additional 400 mxlhon inloans.

. Therest of the money is expect-"
‘ed to come from foreign bank..
loans, corporate donations and -
.fund raising activities. - ;
"The Asiad’s fund. raisers -
- have been particularly active in .

Hongkong.: Patriotic members -
.of the: Chinese. business ‘com-’
mumty ‘have. .been enticéd :to
‘ donate mongy for the games by -

-the thought: that anyone. who
donates enough money to build -
a.2,000:seat gymnasium  will -
have the gymnasium’. named
" after. them. People giving: 10.
million ‘yuan or more to'the"
~Asiad 'will have a- special ‘me-
morial built for them in onc of
the stadxums. ' :

: pmparauons fora future Olym-
" pics inChina. © *

-ed on time, there still remains a
“.great deal of landscaping to be .
" done before the complex can be
-made presentab]e for the open-

:1990. ‘Where the planners’ en-
visage an ornamental lake and -
rolling lawns, there stunds :
-nothing but hard cart
“,few shrubs:
To the north of the stadlum :
complcx lies the- athletes . vil-
lage, home for' more than 6,000
-athletes and officials dunng the
‘games, When finished the vil-
-lage will contain apartment and -
.office buildings, shops,.hotels,
“plus an international confer- )
ence centre which will actas the «
main press, ccntre dunng thc
games. : v
To help ﬁnnnce the vxllage
project, the Asiad’s organising
comnmittee is building more, |
than 50 .office. and ‘apartment -
. buildings on the land adjacent -~
to the villege for sale to Chinese

Palace,” the foreman' said that

+ there were more than 200 peo-.

:ple employedon the site, yet :
there -seemed. to-be ‘about 50,
‘ing of the gamés in September . - only 20 of whom, scemed to be

domg any work.’

- A‘worker, when’ nsked why
-s0 few people appeared to be

*" doinganything, pointed his fin-

"‘ger to ‘the sky. *“The:higher.-

ups,”-he said, *‘We can’t do

- anything until the boss says 50, |
*-and half the time the boss can't -

““tell'us to do anything because
he can't get the supphcs. "

", However, the myrlad bu-
. reaucratic. and administrative

" hurdles that incvitably accom-

pany.any, building work in Bei--

' jing have not prevented any of
:..the, 16 scparate: construction

projects from getting underway .

and some, such as the shooting

 range in thé Western Hills,

havc already bccn completcd
- The importance aftached to

thL Asian Games, both by the -
- Beijing’ municipal government
. and the national government,
has opencd many doors that
may have' remained closed to
less significant ventures.

. government orgamsatnons and -
"ministries, After the games in
11990, the dpartments inside the. "
vnllagc will be-sold to foreign
‘gustomers, nccordmg to-Mr
‘Huo nghn vice-director. of
‘the vnllngc project, -
There is, however, a consid- .
crable over-supply. of office.

-construction work has been as-
sumed by the Beijing Urban

~ - Qverall responsibility for " -

\ Chlnn Internauonal Trust and '
"Investment Corporauon, Mr

‘

.Rong Yiren,”

"The total investment in the
Asian Games is expected to ex- -

ceed two billion yvan (one’
yuan is HK$2.1). So far the cen-
tral government has only sup-
plied 700 million yuan, with

In May thxs ycar, Mr chry
Y T, Fok, a leading Hongkong-
busmcssman and a member of

“the standing committee: of

China's National Pcople’s Con-
gress, gave-the Asiad a,much

“needed shot in the arm by-

pledging HK$ 160 millionanda
further HK$20 million for

Several Chinese’ compames

-have sponsored the games in”
' retum for ‘advertising rights.
' The most notable supporter of
~.the Asian Games, and of sports
* inChina generally, has been the

Jianlibao-group, makers of
*“China’s number one sports

jdnnk" For an as yet undis-
" ‘closed sum, - Jianlibao - has ac-
"-quired the right 10 be ‘designat-

ed. official sports 'drink at the

-1990 Asian.Games. ‘-

In addmon, scveralbwell
known artists and writers have
" donated their work to the

Asiad. . In July, representatives :

of China’s last royal family do-
nated 160 scrolls from their pri-
vate-collection to help raise
money for the games:

-~ Yet, despite a massive pub-
ficity campaign —hardly a

" night goes by without the local .
~ and national television news”
“informing viewers of the good -

. - work being done by the games

‘organising committee — the-
“-public seems remarkably unin- -

terested in the affair.

‘Several ‘workers on the

Asmd's construction sites,

< -asked whether they were look-
.ing forward to the games, con-
fessed they never really thought

about it; to them it -was just an-

other ]Ob One was more blunt,
“No," he said, ** hate sport!"
+ .xDespite publxc apathy,
. Chma s leaders are keener than

ever to-make a success of the
Asian Games. The internation-

al prestige ‘acquired by South

Koreaafter the Seoul Olympics

~has reconfirmedthe long-term-
political and economic benefits
- that can be gained from staging

a major sporting cvent,

- As Mr. Rong .Yiren puts it,
“The capability of China to
host such a large scale interna-

. uonnl SpOl‘lS mccllng once

again attests to the fact that the

.Chinese can no longer be called

‘the sick men of Asia’,

. “’Our success in interna- -
--tional competition has boosted
"' the morale of the entire nation
-and given us ‘the confidence to
_move up and join the other
sporung powerhouses in the

world,” he said.

Chmu s leaders are all 100.

aware of the need to rekindle

the patriotic spirit that brought -

them to ‘power in 1949 and
thereby help to restore the
public’s faith in' the Commu-

nist Party. The 1990 Asian_

Gamesarc doubly important to
China, because if the games
aren't a success- they can effec-
tively wave goodbye to their

- Olympic drcam for the foresee-

able future.

For. the Asiad to be a suc-

“cess,’three major obstacles

have still to be bvercome: water

supply, transport and telecom-

munications.. .’
Beijingisan arid place — thc

city never has enough water cx-
cept in summer when it is sub-
- ject to floods: Water supply is
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irregular at the best of times

and as any Beijing resident will

_attest, theé water pressure is
‘never quuc sufficient to ensure

there is water in. the taps, for

any one living on the top floor *
.of a building, whether it be a
, four-storey walk up or a 25 sto-
Trey, high nsc. .

metres of pipes being laid down',

“in the athletes village should -

ensure a reasonable supply; at.
times of shortage the v1|lagc
will always have pnomy over .
ns neighbours.

e COntlnuedSpeﬂmua

‘H.owcver, the . 130 kilo-"




Beijing builds games spirit

o From Spectrum 1
To help ease Beijing"s
chronic traffic congestion, a
six-lane highway bisecting the
main stadium complex and the
village is being built to link the
village with ‘Beijing's’ Capital
Airport, Two more roads are
being built to link the village
with the city centre. A subway
link is under construction but
an official from the organising
committce admits it is unlikely
that it will be finished in time
for the games,

Travel to and from the nu-
merous outlying stadiums still
remains a serious problem, The
municipal government has in-
vested considerable time and
moncy on road building
projects in the last few years,

and tratlic congestion has ea'sed"
noticeably, Whether sufficient .
- tower is already a prominent

improvements can be made to

ensure @ smooth flow of ath- -

letes and officials during the
games remains to be seen.
Beijing's telephone system
is overloaded and hopelessly
out of date. If the Asiad were to

rely on the existing network it -

would very rapidly grind to a
halt. To help ease the problem,
Northern Telecom of Canada
has donated US$3.5 million
(US$1 is HK$7.8) worth of dig-

ital telecommunications equip-

ment to link the various venues
during the games and form part
of the existirig telephone net-
work.

To help beam pictures of the
Asiad around the world, an in-
ternational broadcasting centre

'is 'under construction, The
405 metre high transmission

feature of Beijing's northern

- skyline,

‘Officials of the organising
committee remain confident

that most if not all the projects *

will be completed in.time for
the games, Shortage of money
is unlikely to be a problem, Al-
though the central government
has said it will only invest 700
million yuan in the Asiad, it is
doubtful whether such a presti-

gious project will be allowed to

run out of money.

Mr Shao Shiwei from the

Asiad's press office says: “It's
difficult to say just at the mo-
ment what proportion of the to-
tal investment in the games will
come from the central govern-

ment ... but conditions in
China are such that if money is
needed, either the central or
municipal government will
find it.” o .

And Mr Shao is quietly con-
fident that a'successful Asiad
will lead to China being award-
ed the 27th Olympiad in 2000,

" “t is our great hope that we can

host the Olympics and we are
confident of the support of oth-
ebxi';ll"l}ird World countriesin our

The main competition for
the 27th Olympiad comes from
Paris, But after Olympiads in
Barcelona, and probably
Greece, the International
Olympic Committee may well
decide against third European
venue, .
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